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It is not the intention to ask them to join the general struggle
at all; because, apart from the £3 tax, there are other grievances
also for which the passive resistance by the general body of the
people will continue* The other grievances are the marriage
question; the question of domiciliary rights; the harsh administration
of existing laws, as the Gold Law in the Transvaal; the right of
S[outh] A[frica] born Indians to enter the Cape by reason of their
birth; and the theoretical question of the social ban For these
things, even if the promise to repeal the £3 tax is given, passive
resistance, without the strike, will continue.
I may state also, that no intimidation of any sort was used
against non-strikers, and the strike is absolutely a voluntary act,
and in so far as I have been able to see, quite spontaneous. The
men only needed the position to be placed before them to strike.
For the relief of the strikers, whom we have to support, sub-
scriptions are being collected everywhere. In Durban, 110 bags
of rice, dholl, and other articles were promised, and the bulk of this
is already upon raiL More collections are still going on.1
If the Conference ends in a fiasco, we shall certainly endeavour
to widen the area of the strike, but I am totally unable to say what
response we shall have. Wherever indentured Indians or ex-in-
dentured Indians are working as labourers, we shall advise that
they should strike,
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177.   TELEGRAM TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR
[newcastle,
Before October 28, 1913]
HAVE         READ         GOVERNMENT         REPLY         NATAL	COLLIERIES
ASSOCIATION.2 BEG DRAW MINISTER'S ATTENTION FACT
PROMISE TO MR. GOKHALE MENTIONED MR. CACHALIA*S
LETTER, ALSO MY LETTER SEPTEMBER	28TH.	NO
REPUDIATION THEN MADE. REPEAL TAX THOUGH ONLY
NOW MADE MATTER PASSIVE RESISTANCE CERTAINLY NOT
AFTER-THOUGHT AS COULD BE PROVED FROM DOCUMENTARY
* The situation which Gaadhiji and his co-workers had to tackle is vividly
described in Srtfagrolui £1 Swtk Afrita, Chs. XLII & XLIIL
2 The Government said, in the course of the reply: "With regard to your
triqgram, Gotremmmt sever gsree such promise as Mr. Gandhi alleges, either
to Ifr, Geteateor anybody elsewhere,...»

